Your Pet’s Dental Health
By:  Dr. Karen Bryant, Odyssey Veterinarian Care

February is National Pet Dental Health Month and is a great time to consult with your veterinarian about your pets’ dental health. As a pet owner you can look for signs of dental disease by inspecting your pet’s teeth regularly. Bad breath, discoloration, a yellow-brown crust of tartar around the gum lines as well as red and swollen gums that bleed or are painful to the touch are all indications of problems that could lead to serious health risks affecting not only your pet’s teeth and gums but their internal organs as well. 

Regular visits to your veterinarian should include a complete checkup of your pet’s teeth. For cats and dogs over 5 years old, it is also important to schedule regular dental cleanings with your veterinarian to remove plaque and tartar, clean and polish the teeth, and extract infected teeth when necessary. When tartar is allowed to build up, it can accumulate between teeth and gums resulting in tooth loss and an infection that could enter the bloodstream and spread to the heart or other internal organs. You can help reduce your pet’s risk for dental disease by brushing their teeth regularly. While most pets will not immediately accept a dental hygiene regimen, it can be successfully introduced with patience, particularly if you start when the pet is young. 

Not only will good dental hygiene extend your pet’s life, you will enjoy your pet a little bit closer without the offensive bad breath!  Dental chews, treats and water additives are also available to help maintain dental hygiene.

Odyssey Veterinarian Care is located in Fitchburg at 2934 Chapel Valley Rd. one block South of McKee Rd.  To promote dental hygiene awareness, Odyssey is offering 10% off dental cleanings for the month of February.  Schedule your appointment today!  For more information, visit their website at:  www.odysseyvetcare.com
